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Agriculture and Food Goods (Chapter Nine) 
 
On March 30, 2010, Alberta requested the establishment of a Summary Panel to determine if 
the measures that were the subject of the dispute between Alberta/British Columbia and Ontario 
regarding Ontario’s measures governing dairy analogs and dairy blends remain inconsistent 
with the AIT. 
 
Under the Tenth Protocol of Amendment to the AIT, the old Chapter Seventeen (Dispute 
Resolution Procedures) was replaced by a revised Chapter Seventeen.  The revised Chapter 
Seventeen prescribes how Complaining Parties have a certain period of time within which they 
may request the establishment of a Compliance Panel where they feel a Panel Report has not 
been satisfactorily dealt with by a Complaint Recipient.   
 
There are also specific provisions in the new Article 1702 that provide a limited window of time 
within which “pre-existing disputes” may be referred to a Summary Panel for final resolution.  
Because this transition period expired on April 6, 2010 (180 days after last Party signed Tenth 
Protocol of Amendment), the Summary Panel requested by Alberta on Ontario’s measures 
governing dairy analogs and dairy blends will be the only one of its kind ever established.  For 
any of the other “pre-existing disputes” under Chapter Nine to be further dealt with would require 
that the Complaining Parties re-start the dispute resolution procedures provided for in the 
revised Chapter Seventeen.  The key aspect of the revised Chapter Seventeen is that it 
provides for effective enforcement of panel rulings through the potential application of monetary 
penalties, as well as other measures. 
 
Approval of the Revised Agriculture and Food Goods Chapter: 
 
The revised Agriculture and Food Goods Chapter of the AIT was approved by federal, provincial 
and territorial Trade Ministers at the Committee on Internal Trade (CIT) meeting held in 
Whitehorse on October 15, 2009. This revised chapter extends the scope and coverage of the 
AIT to all technical measures adopted or maintained by a Party relating to internal trade in 
agricultural and food goods.  At the same time the revised chapter allows Parties to adopt or 
maintain measures relating to supply management systems regulated by federal and provincial 
governments, and provincially regulated marketing boards, that are not technical measures.  

 
As of March 31, 2010, ten jurisdictions (British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, 
Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, the Northwest Territories and the Federal 
Government) had signed the revised chapter.  
  


