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Procurement (Chapter Five) 
 
Provisions under Chapter Five establish a framework to ensure equal access to public 
sector procurement for all Canadian suppliers in order to contribute to a reduction in 
purchasing costs and the development of a strong economy in a context of transparency 
and efficiency. 
 
In 2010/2011, progress under the Chapter included the following: 
 

• A protocol of amendment (12th POA) was presented to ministers which makes 
improvements to encourage more electronic tendering in articles 506 and article 516, 
as well as annexes 502.3 and 502.4. Other improvements included changes to 
Article 514 to bring the wording for the federal complaint procedure in line with the 
Provincial/Territorial procedures wording in Article 513, thus increasing consistency 
and transparency.  

 
• Parties continue to refine the reporting template and associated guidelines. The 

current reporting guidelines are posted on MARCAN along side the procurement 
data to aid in the interpretation of the data.   

 
• Continuation of the review of the Procurement Chapter. The intent is to bring greater 

consistency both to the interpretation of the provisions of the Chapter and to the 
manner by which these provisions are operationalized. Working groups examined, 
among other things, a proposal to make electronic tender notices the standard 
method of posting calls for tenders and the potential treatment of regional entities 
under AIT. Working groups continue to examine these issues and additional reviews 
will be initiated as the current reviews wind up. 

 
• Expansion of the Tender Notice Exchange continues. Through the Exchange, 

governments are given the opportunity to publish a complete daily listing of tender 
notices of all participating governments on their own tendering sites. This benefits 
participating governments by increasing the exposure of their tender notices across 
Canada. Additionally, the Exchange is a convenience for suppliers in that 
procurement opportunities across Canada are advertised on their Party’s tendering 
site. 

 
• Parties continued to discuss revising Article 506(7), regarding pre-qualification lists, 

and continue to work on revised text. 
 
• Negotiations were held on a 13th Protocol of amendment with improvements to 

Article 506 to further encourage electronic tendering requirements.  


