
1 
 

 

Agreement on Internal Trade        

Report of the Screener – Maureen Irish 

August 15, 2016 

 

Re:  Artisan Ales Consulting Inc. v Government of Alberta  

1. Artisan Ales Consulting Inc. (Artisan Ales) has requested that proceedings be initiated against 

the Government of Alberta in relation to a change in the mark-up for beer from small breweries 

that is imported into Alberta from other provinces. Artisan Ales states that, as of October 2015, 

the lower mark-up for small breweries is no longer available for brewers located outside 

Alberta, British Columbia and Saskatchewan.  

2.  Artisan Ales states that it is incorporated in Alberta and imports beer into the province from 

Quebec and outside Canada. Artisan Ales states that it is a registered liquor agency with the 

Alberta Gaming and Liquor Commission, pursuant to the Gaming and Liquor Act, R.S.A. 2000, c. 

G-1. The Importation of Intoxicating Liquors Act, R.S.C. 1985, c. I-3, requires that any importer of 

beer into a province must act for and consign the beer to the provincial governmental agency 

vested with the right of selling intoxicating liquor, which in this case is the Alberta Gaming and 

Liquor Commission. 

3. On April 15, 2016, Artisan Ales requested the Government of Canada to initiate proceedings on 

its behalf under the Agreement on Internal Trade.  The time for a reply was extended to May 20, 

2016. On June 10, 2016, the Government of Canada declined to initiate dispute resolution 

proceedings. 

4. On July 13, 2016, Artisan Ales requested the initiation of proceedings pursuant to Article 1713 of 

the Agreement. 

5. Pursuant to Article 1712(1), requests for governmental initiation of proceedings are made to a 

Party with which the Person has a substantial and direct connection within the meaning of 

Articles 1703(6), (7) or (8). In the case of the Government of Canada, Article 1703(8)(b) provides 

that a substantial and direct connection exists if the Person suffers economic injury or loss of 

benefit through carrying on a business “that is under federal regulatory authority.”  

6. Concerning alcoholic beverages, the relevant federal legislation is the Importation of 

Intoxicating Liquors Act, R.S.C. 1985, c. I-3. That legislation establishes the regulatory foundation 

on which Artisan Ales operates its import business.  
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7. Pursuant to Article 1734, the Party that has refused to initiate proceedings under Article 1712 is 

the “Party of the Person” in Chapter Seventeen of the Agreement. 

8. Article 1713 provides that requests for initiation of proceedings must be made within 60 days 

after the Person received or was deemed to have received notice that the Party will not initiate 

proceedings. Artisan Ales received such notice on June 10, 2016, and was also deemed to have 

received such notice on May 20, 2016, at the expiry of the time for reply, in accordance with 

Article 1712(4). On both calculations of the deadline, Artisan Ales has requested initiation of 

proceedings within time. 

9. Artisan Ales alleges that the Government of Alberta has breached its obligation to treat the 

goods of another province no less favourably than the treatment of its own goods, contrary to 

provisions of Chapter Four (General Rules) and Chapter Ten (Alcoholic Beverages). 

10. Artisan Ales alleges that, as a result of the change in the mark-up, its purchase prices have 

increased and it has lost sales. 

11. I determine, pursuant to Article 1714(8), that the complaint by Artisan Ales is not frivolous or 

vexatious, that the complaint has not been instituted merely to harass the Government of 

Alberta, and that there is a reasonable case of injury or denial of benefit to Artisan Ales. 

12. I conclude that Artisan Ales should be permitted to initiate proceedings against the Government 

of Alberta. 

13. I approve the request by Artisan Ales Consulting Inc. to initiate proceedings. 

   

“original signed by”  

_________________________________________ 

Maureen Irish 

 

To: Artisan Ales Consulting Inc. 

      Government of Canada 

      Government of Alberta 

      Secretariat, Agreement on Internal Trade   


